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We live in an age in which dictators are being toppled from power in country after 
country. Saddam Hussein in Iraq. Hosni Mubarak in Egypt. Col. Muammar Gaddafi in Libya. 
Syria's Bashar al-Assad may be next. 

The majority of sitting dictators today came to power in the last century. The 20th century. The 
"century of dictators" dominated at one point by two of the most sinister megalomaniacs ever to 
hold power, Adolf Hitler (Nazi Germany) and Joseph Stalin (Soviet Union).  

Hitler was appointed Chancellor of Germany on January 30, 1933. The democratic Weimar 
Republic that Hitler and his cronies would quickly transform into a dictatorship had been 
weakened and undermined by unprecedented economic, social and political upheaval. As 
anyone knows who possesses even a cursory knowledge of history knows, any nation in which 
large numbers of its citizenry are broke, hungry, and tortured by a sense of hopelessness can 
find itself giving credence to arguments advanced by would-be dictators that in better times it 
would have dismissed in-a-heartbeat. Some find appeals to install a "strong man" -- 
especially one who beats a messianic drum - irresistible. It is tempting to think an all-powerful 
leader can get things accomplished that have eluded contentious, gridlocked democratically 
elected representatives.      
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In the 1930s America was in the grips of the Great Depression and many, many people were 
definitely broke and miserable. Right wing populist demagogues such as Louisiana's Huey 
"Kingfish" Long were in the assent and many of these men unashamedly advanced a political 
vision predicated on fascism wrapped in an American flag.  

The America of the 1920s and 1930s had the "Dust Bowl", the "Great Depression" and..well, 
was in a helluva mess. The America of 2012 is in the drips of a major drought, "The Great 
Recession", and is...well,...in a helluva mess. 

And not unexpectedly, many people are so disillusioned, frustrated and angry they are 
convinced only swift, even radical action is called for. Maybe so, but let it be a democratic 
solution that can be amended or tossed out by means of the ballet box – and not one that must 
be remedied with civil war and bullets.  

Recommended “must see, must hear” : 

“The Greatest Speech Ever Made” with Sir Charles Chaplin (This speech is from the classic 
movie “The Great Dictator” released in 1940): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pK2WJd5bXFg 
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