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Take a moment and read through the eight book quotes below.  

“Today, concern about man’s alienation is expressed by many: by theologians and philosophers 
who warn that advanced in scientific knowledge do not enable us to 
penetrate the mystery of Being, and do not often widen the gulf 
between the knower and the reality he tries to understand…” 

“Man is alienated from reality, as the result of a split between 
subject and object which detached knowledge does not heal but 
deepens. He is estranged from himself…” 

“Therefore individuals must be stripped of their individuality and 
treated as materials” 

“Although in the last centuries of the Middle Ages it was made hard 
for him to improve his status within the guild, he did not experience 

the isolation from his fellow man which has become the fate of the individual living in the 
atomized society of today” 

“Often it is coupled with an attitude for which the object of faith or belief is not God, but rather 
the utility of faith of belief” 

“…which has led many people to consider God to be mainly a way to achieve personal 
happiness or peace of mind, a mere tool, as important for our spiritual health as technological 
gadgets may be for our physical welfare” 

“We are, most of us, not intellectually tolerant, we are only gullible; we are not skeptical, we are 
only suspicious; not sophisticated, only apathetic; not humble, only confused….Worst of all we 
are not at all enthusiastic, curious or even interested…” 

“There are many indications that education, far from creating new attitudes, primarily reflects the 
values and tendencies pervading the existing society. One of the basic goals of our period 
seems to be development of the adjusted man, who gets along with people and whose thinking 
does not differ from the generally accepted values and norms” 

Do these comments reflect themes and concerns that strike home with you? Perhaps you are 
thinking these are recent quotes from some in-the-know psychologist or political commentator, 
right? Prepare to do the “Time Warp” now: These quotes are from “The Alienation of Modern 
Man” by Fritz Pappenheim, Ph.D., copyright 1959.   

http://about.me/ChoctawDoc
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=Alienation+of+Modern+Man&x=10&y=13
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=Alienation+of+Modern+Man&x=10&y=13


It is very telling that in the more than half century since Dr. Pappenheim wrote about the 
pervasive reality of alienation in modern society – things have only gotten worse not better.   

http://monthlyreview.org/2000/06/01/alienationin-american-society - Monthly Review 

This lecture was presented to a student conference on “Socialism in America” held at 
Yale University in 1964 

“I personally believe it is a mistake to separate Marx’s theory of alienation from his theory of 
exploitation. Alienation and exploitation condition each other; they are linked to each other. It is 
the very essence of Marx’s insight not to isolate man’s alienation from economic conditions and 
trends—as Hegel and the followers of philosophical idealism had done—but to trace alienation 
to the basic structure and development of capitalist economy and society. In the second part of 
this lecture, I will attempt to show this. But first I want to examine with you what people mean 
when they talk about alienation, and in what way the frequent use of this term reflects the 
American scene at mid-century. 

“If we want to try to understand alienation, we must ask: Alienation from what? 

“There are three types of alienation. First, there is man’s alienation from himself. Modern man 
often finds it hard to be himself; he has become a stranger to himself. At the same time, he has 
become estranged, or alienated, from his fellow man. And finally, he experiences alienation 
from the world in which he lives. 

“These three forms of alienation—from ourselves, from other men, and from our world—are 
interlinked. They actually represent three phases of one process. Marx particularly emphasized 
the connections between them. This is the very core of his approach to the problem of 
alienation.” 
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